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Chronicled here are four centuries of music drama, starting with seventeenth-century bel canto, the

operas of Gluck, the eighteenth-century classicists led by Mozart and Rossini, the grand operas of

Verdi and Wagner, and much more. About the Masters of Music Series: These unusually handsome

and informative volumes for older children, cover major episodes in music history. They tell the

stories of important composers and performers, while also explaining details of instrument

construction, fundamentals of music theory, and related historical information. Accompanying

full-color illustrations have detailed captions and labels. These volumes make fine introductions to

elementary music appreciation classes, but they also provide pleasant casual reading to young

music lovers. (Ages 11 and older). Titles in the series include: Bach and Baroque Music Beethoven

and the Classical Age Chopin and Romantic Music The History of Rock Music Jazz and Its History

Mozart and Classical Music Music of the World Opera
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Although I am not an opera enthusiast, this 64 page picture book for young adults was able to hold

my attention. The color illustrations and factual information give a feeling for the times and the major

highlites from the 16th to the 20th century. The schools of European opera, the elements, the major

opera composers and the production of operas are conveyed in picture and text. For sample page



see customer images. There is no discography or recommended recordings.
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